
Plumbland Parish Council

A meeting of the Plumbland Parish Council was held in the meeting room at Plumbland Village Hall, Plumbland on Monday 6th March 2023 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT: Messrs. A. Rutherford, J. Collins, C. Watson, A. Mounsey, G. Bowe, and R. Miller.

Also, present: T. Gear (Clerk), J. Lister (Borough Councillor) and A. Bowness (County Councillor).
Apologies: J. Perry (Cumberland Shadow Unitary Councilor)
Councillor A. Rutherford in the Chair
22/2023 APOLOGIES FROM MEMBERS

The following apologies were received from a member and his absence was approved: 
 J. Barber (Personal)
23/2023 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

None 
24/2023 MINUTES
On the proposal of R. Miller and seconded by C. Watson it was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 9th January 2023 be approved and signed as a correct record.
25/2023 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no members of the public present, but the chair advised members that the request to extend the 30mph area at Arkleby which had been raised by a resident was rejected by the Highways Authority
26/2023 CORRESPONDENCE 
The following items of correspondence have been received since the last meeting and circulated to members for their information: -. 

Several items of information relating to the Cost-of-living Crisis and Covid 19
Connecting Cumbria Newsletter February 2023
Civility and Respect – March Newsletter
CCRG: Finding, Understanding and Using Weather Information - 9th March Event and Upcoming Training 
Connecting Cumbria Newsletter January and February 2023
ACT Update – January 2032
Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service Council Tax Consultation
Extra Funding available for Road Safety Awareness in Allerdale
27/2023 CLERKS REPORT
The clerk gave a brief report on matters that had arisen since the last meeting which included: -
i) The footway light (No.10) at Morningside, Plumbland had been installed but was still not connected. The chair to chase.
ii) The clerk advised that the council’s insurance was for renewal. The current quote was for £361.03 but Zurich are providing a small council policy with slightly less cover for £241.00. It was agreed to renew on the smaller council’s policy.
iii) The end of grant report for the grant for the speed gun had been completed and an underspend of £100.00 had been returned.

iv) Data Protection Renewal Fee was due which the council pays by Standing Order and receives a £5.00 discount
28/2023 BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS
A. Bowness advised that the County Council were expecting additional paperwork from Armstrong’s in support of the High Close Quarry application last week.
J. Lister explained that the litter pick of the brow was on the list as was the request for the road sweeper to go through the parish. He anticipates that the new council will re-organise the refuse collection rounds. Allerdale Borough Council had its final full council meeting last week. As this is their last meeting both Councillors were thanked for the support they had given the parish.

J. Perry provided a written report which was read.
29/2023 PLANNING MATTERS

(a) Applications for consultation
FUL/2023/0011
Erection of an agricultural store shed

No 



Ewe Close, Arkleby, CA7 2DS

Objections

(b) Decisions
FUL/2023/0011
Erection of an agricultural store shed

Approved 




Ewe Close, Arkleby, CA7 2DS


(c) Appeals
None
(d) Planning related correspondence

A letter had been received from Gately Hamer regarding proposed base station installation upgrade at Cornerstone 120835, British Gas Site, Moota Hill, Aspatria.

Whilst there were no objections in principle to the proposal members expressed their concern that the B5301 must not be allowed to be covered in mud as happened a few years ago and resulted in a road traffic accident. The clerk to respond. 
30/2023 ACCOUNTS
i) Balances at   6.3.23          Current Account
                     
        £11,094.95

ii) The payment of the following accounts which had been paid since the last meeting were ratified, and remainder were approved for payment: 
Cumbria Community Foundation Underspend on grant


 £100,00
HJG Stephenson

Newsletter Expenses  


   £50.00
T. Gear 


Clerks Account (Jan/Feb.)

 
 £380.18 
HMRC
 


Income Tax (Jan/Feb.)            
               £78.12
AJ Rutherford 


Shovels for Grit bins



   £17.98
T Gear 


Printer Inks




   £38.19
iii) The were no issues arising from the 2020/21 audit and it was agreed to appoint B. Stephenson as the council’s auditor for the forthcoming 2022/23 audit.

31/2023 B5301 UPDATE
The Chair gave a verbal update on the B5301. The rumble strip on the B5301 had been replaced in light colour which was not considered appropriate. It was also noted that there were two new strips in the same colour.  Potholes continues to be a problem. 
32/2023 HIGH CLOSE QUARRY
The Chair provided a verbal update which included work by the steering group. It was agreed that as the planning application had been outstanding for six years that the council should formally ask Thomas Armstrong to withdraw its application to re-open High Close Quarry and to object to any further extension when the current extension expires on 31st March 2023.
33/2023 SPEEDING/SPEED WATCH

The group continues to be active when weather permits.
34/2023 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION

Members attention was drawn to the regular newsletters for up-to-date information.
35/2023 GEOLOGICAL DISPOSAL FACILITY IN ALLERDALE

The parish is no longer in the search area and should be removed from future agendas. 
36/2023 RISK ASSESSMENT
The draft assessment produced by the clerk was adopted.
37/2023 LIFTSHARE

There was presently no update available, and this item should be removed from future agenda.
38/2023 MOOTA QUARRY 

A factual report from J. Perry on the above was read.
39/2022 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

7.00pm Tuesday 9th May 2023 in Plumbland Village Hall, Plumbland (including the Annual Parish Meeting)
40/2022 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

High Close Quarry

B5301 Update
Local Government Reorganization
The meeting closed at 8.05pm
                                                                                 Signed……………………………….


Chair 


